
 

COUNCILLOR ISLA WATTS 1 

 

CYNGOR CYMUNED - LLANFERRES - COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Maes Ysgawen Park 
Management & Development Plan 

2020-2023 
 

Preliminary Report – July 2020 

 

 
 
 



 

COUNCILLOR ISLA WATTS 2 

 

CYNGOR CYMUNED - LLANFERRES - COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Contents          
 
 
                  Page 
 

1. Executive summary      3 
      

2. Overall Aim       4 
 

3. Background       5 – 7 
 

i. Location 
ii. Access 
iii. History 

 
4. 2020 Maintenance and Potential for Development  8 - 11 

 
5. Costs & Funding       12 

 
6. Recommendations      13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COUNCILLOR ISLA WATTS 3 

 

CYNGOR CYMUNED - LLANFERRES - COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

1. Executive Summary 

Maes Ysgawen Park was created in 2010 on land originally gifted to Denbighshire CC in the mid 
1970’s. It was bought by Llanferres Community Council to preserve the legacy left by Mrs. Williams 
whose wish was that the land be used by future generations for recreation and education. 

When work on the park was completed it included all the features in the original design except for 
the Children’s gardening area. 

It has been well maintained during its life and obtained its first Green Flag Award in 2018 which 
continued during 2019 and 2020. 

The community would benefit from the further management and development of the park and this 
document aims to start forming Llanferres Community Councils strategy and objectives during the 
next 3 years to  

• improve Biodiversity 

• conserve existing native species  

• provide educational opportunities for all ages  

• promote improved health and wellbeing within the community 

• ensure a safe environment for everyone using and working in the park 

• make a positive contribution towards climate change  

A survey undertaken in July 2020 established these objectives are easily attainable.  

There is a small provision in the Councils precept for 2020/21 which can be used to start work as 
early as September 2020. 

Work can also start immediately on investigating the potential for grants from Clocaenog Forest 
Wind Farm, Community Investment Fund to fund the longer-term more ambitious projects. 

It is recommended that £800 be approved during the Council meeting on 9th July 2020 to remove 
75% of the dog roses along the rear boundary of the park which are causing difficulties for the 
maintenance contractor, plant 1000 English bluebells and replace the war memorial bench which is 
long past its useful life. 
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2. Overall Aim 

This Management & Development plan aims to set out Llanferres Community Councils strategy over 
the next 3 years from 2020 to 2023 for the effective and efficient management of Maes Ysgawen 
park. It will consider the Councils overall objectives to 

• improve Biodiversity 

• conserve existing native species  

• provide educational opportunities for all ages  

• promote improved health and wellbeing within the community 

• ensure a safe environment for everyone using and working in the park 

• make a positive contribution towards climate change 

The plan will evaluate where we are now and the potential for improvement. It will consider costs, 
benefits and time scales, and propose a program of work over the 3-year period based prioritizing 
actions which have the greatest benefit, in the shortest time for the lowest cost. 
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3. Background Information 

 

3.1 Location 

Maes Ysgawen park is located in the center of Llanferres village in Denbighshire and is within the 
Clwydian Range, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The park encompasses 0.48 hectares 
(4800m2), its overall dimensions being roughly 200m long x 240m deep.  
It is surrounded by residential housing in Rectory Lane to the South, Bro Famau County Primary 
School and the Village hall to the East, Llanferres playing field to the North and open farmland on 
the Western boundary. 
 
Figure 1 below, shows a Google Map satellite image of how the site looks in July 2020 
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3.2 Access 
 

There are 6 access points into the park: 

1. the main entrance is on Cae Gwyn road opposite residential housing and comprises a large 
field gate 

2. a single gate between the playing field and the park by the side of the main entrance 
3. a field gate between the back of the playing field and middle of the park 
4. a pedestrian gate from the front of the school and village hall into the park 
5. a small latched gate at the back of the school 
6. a large field gate from Rectory Lane providing vehicle access 

 

3.3 History 

The land was gifted to Denbighshire County Council in the 1970’s by a Mrs. Johnson who specified it 
was for use by the village for the purpose of education and leisure. Around 2010 Denbighshire CC 
put it up for sale and Llanferres Community Council made the decision to buy it and transform it 
into a park to be used as Mrs. Williams had intended. Thereby creating a legacy for generations to 
come.  

The aim was to convert the land into a park with the help of local volunteers for the enjoyment of 
residents and visitors to the area. The original plan is shown in Figure 2 below.  
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The original plan was designed to include: 
 

• A woodland area towards the back of the park planted with wildflowers 
 

• A conifer hedge with mown grass recreation area in front  
 

• an orchard of rare Welsh fruit trees - varieties included Denbigh Plum, Bardsey Apple, Nant 
Gwrtheryn Apple and Snowdon Queen Pear 
 

• a children’s gardening area planted with shrubs, a number vegetable patches and a pathway 
meandering through and around the area 
 

• a multi utility games area (MUGA) 
 

• A wildflower meadow on the banks around the (MUGA) 
 

• a thoroughfare through the park leading from the main gate to the small gate behind the 
school in Rectory Lane 
 

• Two viewing areas along a path leading up to highest point in the park 
 

• Seating benches and picnic table 
 

Native flora, fruit trees and bushes from around the British Isles and Wales in particular, were 
planted and included hawthorn, hazel, oak and wild dog roses; all designed to provide an easy to 
maintain recreation and education area for residents and visitors of all ages and a welcome source 
of food, shelter and breeding ground for wildlife throughout the year.  
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4. 2020 Maintenance & Potential for Development 

Maes Ysgawen park is maintained, under contract, by White Oak Properties. They set out a ground 
care schedule each year which is based on a sustainable approach and includes safeguarding the 
existing flora and fauna whilst still ensuring the area is safe to use, free of debris, neat and tidy and 
remains attractive for people to use. 

The park was recognised by the Green Flag Award scheme managed under license by Keep Britain 
Tidy during 2018 and 2019. The scheme ‘recognises and rewards well managed parks and green 
spaces, setting the benchmark standard for the management of recreational outdoor spaces across 
the United Kingdom and around the world’.  

Llanferres Community Council aims to continue with the Green Flag Award scheme and gain 
recognition for the years to come. 

The park was surveyed by Cllrs Isla Watts and Morgans and the Clerk on 2nd July 2020 and a sketch 
of the park drawn, which is not to scale, and is shown in Figure 3 below. 
 
The sketch shows the park divided into the different areas and the details below describe the current 
condition, maintenance work needed and the potential for future development to meet the Councils aims 
and objectives. 
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Area A Was originally intended as a children’s gardening area but for reasons unknown this was 

never completed. The local Gardening Club also expressed an interest at the time to use the 
area to grow fruit and vegetables. Is immediately inside the gate accessed from the front of 
the school. There is a picnic table with seating for 6 which is used almost daily by parents 
waiting for their children at the end of the day. 

 The picnic table is sat on the grass. The Contractor uses a strimmer to cut around and under 
the table as best he can. Strimming is damaging the bottom of the table legs and the area 
strimmed generally looks untidy. 

 
 There is potential for improvement by siting the picnic table on a concrete plinth to make it 

easier for the contractor and prevent further damage to the table. 
  

Longer term this area could be developed into an educational area with outdoor classroom 
and beds for growing flowers and vegetables (raised or flat) as was originally planned. 

 The Council could approach the school and Llanferres gardening club to invite them to 
comment on what they think would benefit the community most. 

 
Area B There are 8 trees with diameters of between 5 and 15 cm in the area that bridges across 

Areas C and. They block the view to the back of the park when entering through the main 
gate and prevent easy access from the lower to the higher ground resulting. Visitors have to 
walk around area E a distance of approx. 100 m to get to the upper grassed area and 
woodland. As a result, this area is underused. 

 
  Removing these few trees would open up the park and create a circular route for exercise. 
   

Longer term there is potential to install an outdoor gym to facilitate improved health and 
fitness. 
 

Area C Is densely planted woodland with a narrow stream running along the rear boundary. The 
area alongside the stream is a boggy wetland. The area under the trees is dry with the grass 
left uncut. The trees are mainly Rowen and Silver Birch and whilst a some are maturing; 
many are not due to lack of space and sunlight. 

 
 This area would benefit from a thinning of the trees to encourage more growth and 

underplanting the trees with wildflowers or bluebells and grasses. The wetland area would 
benefit from planting up with appropriate vegetation. 

 
Longer term this area lends itself to the creation of an educational nature trail along a mown 
grass path with signage at appropriate intervals.  

 
Area D Is an open grassed area and not currently used by many people because of the long walk to 

get to it. 
   
  Longer term this area is suitable for the installation of outdoor gym equipment. 
 
Area E Is an orchard of rare Welsh fruit trees and includes Denbigh plum, Bardsey apple, Nant 

Gwrtheryn apple and Snowdon Queen pear. It is densely planted; the trees are mature and 
have grown into each other. Fruit is likely to be less and smaller than expected because of 
the cramped growing conditions. 

 



 

COUNCILLOR ISLA WATTS 10 

 

CYNGOR CYMUNED - LLANFERRES - COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
 They would benefit from some thinning and pruning to improve their health and increase 

fruit yields. This would also make it easier to cut the grass, create easy access to harvest the 
fruit, provide another route to access the area behind and lengthen the nature trail. 

  
 Longer term the fruit could be used in cookery demonstrations and pressed to produce 

drinks in the education area. 
 
Area F A line of wild Dog Roses is planted approx. 4 meters away from the rear boundary.  

The bushes are around 2 meters high and have grown over the grass by up to 1.5 meters. 
Their stems are covered with small, sharp, hooked thorns and are effectively unmanageable 
without injuring yourself. It is virtually impossible to cut the grass underneath and the thorns 
are a hazard to those working or walking in this area. The area behind the dog roses is 
approx. 4 meters wide and shaded by mature pine trees planted in neighboring gardens. The 
space behind is not used. 
 
This area would benefit from removing 75% the Dog Roses to reduce the risk of injury and 
enable the contractor to maintain the grass more easily. This would clear the area up to the 
boundary which could be planted with snowdrops, Welsh daffodils and English bluebells to 
add colour through the winter months and into spring. The remaining dog roses would 
continue to add colour in the summer. 

 
Area G This is a slopping grassed area with a path along the top edge leading to a viewing point. 

There are 5 benches in the area with the capacity to seat 16 people and seems adequate for 
the number of visitors at any one time. 4 are sited on concrete plinths the other is on the 
grass and has the same inherent issues as that sat on the grass in Area A. This space is used 
for recreation and generally just requires routine maintenance. 

 
 This area would benefit from cleaning the existing benches and siting the 4th one on a 

concrete plinth. 
 
Area H The original plan was to create an ornamental feature by exposing the limestone strata just 

below the surface in this area. Work started but was abandoned when the stone kept 
crumbling. The area is difficult to maintain and often looks unkempt.  

  
This area would benefit from planting with hardy alpines or placing an ornamental feature in 
front as a disguise. 

 
Area I This is a mixed country hedge containing Hazel and Hawthorn. It is approx. 50 meters long 

and runs along the boundary between the school/village hall car park and the park. It is 
overgrown and partially blocks the entrances at either end. 

 
 This would benefit from hedge laying. The Council could organise an educational 

demonstration for pupils at the school and invite children and adults to try their hand at 
hedge laying. A small prize could be given for the best attempt. 

 
Area J Is used by contractors to access the park with grass cutting machinery. It is grassed and 

there are a few dog roses along the boundary.  
 
 This area would benefit from removing the dog roses and trimming the hedges. 
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Area K Is owned by Bro Famau primary school but not maintained. It is frequently used for fly 

tipping garden waste by local residents.  
 
 This area would benefit from asking the school to include it in its Ground Care Schedule to 

discourage fly tipping. 
 
Area L Is an open area at the back of the woodland marked as area C. There is evidence that 

children are using this area as a den has been constructed. In doing this a small number of 
trees have been damaged. 

 
 This area would benefit from inviting local children to build a willow arch/den and create an 

opportunity to explain why trees should not be damaged. 
 
Area M This is the main entrance into the park from Cae Gwyn. The path spans the width of the 2 

gates and visitors have to stand on the grass in order to use the gate. This has resulted in the 
grass being worn away. There is also and information pedestal on the grass at the entrance 
which is faded and weathered. 

 
 This area would benefit from widening the path to create a curve to include the pedestal. 

Thus, preventing damage to the grass and making the area easier to maintain. The 
information panel needs cleaning and wooden frame around it replacing. 

 
Area N This area is owned by Denbighshire CC Highways who only cut the rear hedge under duress 

and leave an unsightly mess of debris behind which local residents often complain about. It 
is home to the village War Memorial and a commemorative bench. The area around the war 
memorial is approx. 10m long x 6m wide. It is grassed with mature Hazel and Silver Birch 
trees to the back and decorative planters to the front. This section is currently maintained by 
the resident who lives opposite. There are trees and bushes along the remaining 32 meters 
of land in front of the boundary fence of the park which tappers down to 2m wide. This 
verge includes Silver Birch, Hazel, Cherry, Holly and Elderflower trees many of which 
intertwined with dog roses.  The area is overgrown and presents an unattractive backdrop to 
the memorial garden. The wooden bench is rotting and past its useful life. 

 
 This area would benefit from the Council negotiating a maintenance arrangement with 

Highways dept and replacing the bench. 
 
Area P Is a very steep grass bank which cannot be cut by machine and is exceedingly difficult to 

strim. It presents a safety hazard when trying to strim, especially if the grass is wet and 
slippery. 

 
 This area would benefit from being converted into a wildflower meadow which would only 

need cutting twice a year. 
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5. Costings & Funding 
Area Scope of Work Estimated 

Cost - 
Council 
Funding 

Estimated 
Cost - Grant 

Funded 

Priority & 
Year 

A Employ contractor to build concrete plinth £450.00   2022/23 

  Build outdoor classroom and raised beds   £10,000.00   

B Remove trees by specialist contractor Est 2 days 
@ £180 

 
    

  Use some of waste to create wildlife bug banks 
and dispose of remainder by skip @ £160 

£620.00   2021/22 

  Re seed with grass @ £100       

C Manual thinning of trees Est at 3 days @ £180       

  Prepare ground and underplant with wildflowers 
Est at £500 

£1,200.00 
 

2021/22 

  Plant up boggy area        

D Employ specialist contractor to install adult 
outdoor gym 

  £10,000.00 2022/23 

E Manual thinning of fruit trees and pruning of 
those remaining 5 days @ £180 = £900 

£1,000.00   2021/22 

  Stainless steel tags to identify species £100/500       

F Mini digger & driver to take out 75% of dog roses 
2 days @ £150 

      

  Use some of waste to create wildlife bug banks 
and dispose of remainder by skip @ £160 

£575.00 
 

2020/21 

  Purchase English bluebells @ £?? Per 1000   
 

  

  Plant using volunteer labour       

G Clean benches and create 1 concrete plinth inc in A   2020/2023 

H Plant with hardy rockery plants or disguise with 
Welsh dragon sculpture 

£100.00 £1,000.00 2021/22 

I Employ specialist hedge layer and stage a fun, 
educational competition 

  ??? 2020/21 

J Remove dog roses when addressing area F inc in F   2020/21 

K Ask school to include this area in their own 
maintenance plan 

£0.00   2020/21 

L Ask North Wales Wildlife trust is they could 
facilitate this  

  ???? 2021/22 

M Dig out damaged grass area, replace with hard 
standing to match path 

inc in A   2020/21 

  Clean information board and replace outer frame £120.00     

N Obtain quote to tidy and maintain area. Write to 
Highways offering to manage work if they will 
pay. 

£0.00   2020/21 

  Replace the bench  £150.00     

P Prepare ground and sow wildflower plugs or 
seeds 

  ??? 2021/22 

Total Spread Over 3 Years £4,215.00 £21,000.00   
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5.0. Recommendations 

In order to move forward immediately and start fulfilling the Councils aims, my recommendations 
are – in order of priority: 

 
1 Ask what funding might be available from Clocaenog Forest Wind Farm, Community 

Investment Fund. 
 

2 To start work in September/October in Areas F & J by thinning the dog roses and planting 
bluebells at an estimated cost of £650 to be funded from the existing precept and reserves. 
 

3 Replace the memorial bench in area N at a cost of £150 to be funded out of existing Council 
reserves. 
 

4 Arrange meeting on site with the Biodiversity officer from Denbighshire CC to discuss 
potential development plan and explore possible funding options. 
 

5 Contact the school and Highways Dept regarding area’s K & N to persuade them to maintain 
the land they own or contribute towards the Council doing it. 
 

6 Obtain quotes from various contractors to facilitate work highlighted in areas A, B, C, E, H, I 
and M 
 

7 Contact North Wales Wildlife Trust to establish what assistance and funding they can 
provide to complete various aspects of the project. 
 

 

 

 


